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	Historical Question:

Were Texans justified in declaring independence from Mexico?




Author: C. Doherty
School: East Haven Academy
District: East Haven
Overview:

American settlers in New Spain lived and worked in the sparsely settled area for a long time. When Mexico won its independence from Spain, Texan settlers agreed to the Mexican Constitution of 1824 and lived quietly in their areas. When Santa Ana overthrew the Mexican government in 1833, her threw out the Mexican Constitution of 1824, Texan settlers in Coahuila y Tejas were afraid that Santa Ana would try to consolidate his power. After a brutal fight in a neighboring state, the Texan settlers revolted against Santa Ana, creating the new Republic of Texas and opening a large area of land to westward expansion. 
Document Summary:

Document One is the Constitution of the Mexican United States (1824). Under this document, American settlers were encouraged to settle the vast upper lands of the new Mexican territory. Students should focus on the idea that the Mexican Constitution is really more states-based than federally based. This allowed for the Texan settlers to really be able to rule themselves. The requirements for land were to convert to Catholicism and swear allegiance to Mexico. 
Document Two is the Bustamante Decree of April 6, 1830. This decree was meant to stem the flood of foreigner into Mexican land. This violates directly the Constitution of 1824. Anastacio Bustamante, through some tricky and shady deals, was vice-president and president of the Mexican Republic in 1830-1832. Anglo-settlers outnumbered Mexican settler about 30,000 to 7,800. The Bustamante Decree was to try to even out and give more Mexican settlers a chance to settle in the area. Please note article 6 states that convict soldiers. The soldiers sent to police Texas were criminals who were given a choice, prison or sever the army in Texas.
Document Three is the Declaration of the People of Texas (1835). This document is basically the Texan’s Declaration of Independence from Mexico. It cites their grievances and is very similar to the U.S Declaration of Independence from Great Britain. 

Document Four is Stephen Austin’s speech at Louisville, Kentucky (1836) Austin is speaking on the evils of Mexico and what rights Santa Ana has taken away from the Texans. Austin is passionately discussing his cause with non-Texans, hoping for help to defeat Mexico.

Document Five is Lt. Col. William Barrett Travis’ appeal for help from the Alamo. Santa Ana’s army marched on the Alamo with substantial numbers, while the Texan forces had few. Travis was under-equipped and unprepared for the battle. He dispatched Juan Seguin to find aid to help the defenders of the Alamo. Seguin returned with a few from Gonzales, which brought the total number of fighters up to 100. Famously, Travis and the Alamo defenders help out for thirteen days against the larger and well-equipped Mexican Army.

Document Six is General Antonio Lopez de Santa Ana’s letter to a Mr. McArdle in 1874. This letter tells Mr. McArdle why he had to use such force against the Alamo defenders and why all of the defenders had to be punished and killed. 
Procedure (80 minutes):
1. Introduction of lesson, objectives, overview of SAC procedure (15 minutes)
2. SAC group assignments (30 minutes)
a. Assign groups of four and assign arguments to each team of two.

b. In each group, teams read and examine the Document Packet
c. Each student completes the Preparation part of the Capture Sheet (#2), and works with their partner to prepare their argument using supporting evidence.

d. Students should summarize your argument in #3.

3. Position Presentation (10 minutes)
a. Team 1 presents their position using supporting evidence recorded and summarized on the Preparation part of the Capture Sheet (#2 & #3) on the Preparation matrix.  Team 2 records Team 1’s argument in #4.

b. Team 2 restates Team 1’s position to their satisfaction.

c. Team 2 asks clarifying questions and records Team 1’s answers.
d. Team 2 presents their position using supporting evidence recorded and summarized on the Preparation part of the Capture Sheet (#2 & #3) on the Preparation matrix.  Team 1 records Team 2’s argument in #4.

e. Team 1 restates Team 2’s position to their satisfaction.
f. Team 1 asks clarifying questions and records Team 2’s answers.
4. Consensus Building (10 minutes)
a. Team 1 and 2 put their roles aside.

b. Teams discuss ideas that have been presented, and figure out where they can agree or where they have differences about the historical question
5. Closing the lesson (15 minutes)
a. Whole-group Discussion

b. Make connection to unit
c. Assessment (suggested writing activity addressing the question)

DOCUMENT PACKET

Document 1

Upon declaring independence from Spain in 1824, the new government of Mexico wrote a constitution largely based on the Constitution of the United States of America. In this Constitution of 1824, the newly formed Mexican government allows American citizen to come into the new territories and settle areas for themselves. The only requirements were that the settlers convert to Roman Catholicism, and swear their allegiance to Mexico. 

	TITLE 2---Form of Government of the Nation, of its integral parts and division of Supreme Power
4. The Mexican Nation adopts for its Government, the form of Republican representative, popular Federal.

5. The parts of this Federation, are the States and Territories as follows: The State of the Chiapas, Chiuahua, Coahuila and Texas, Durango, Guanajuato, Mexico, Michoacan, New Leon, Oajaca, Puebla de los Angeles, Quetaro, Son Luis Potosi, Sinora and Sinaloa, Tobasco, Tumaulipas, Vera Cruz, Xalisco, Yucatan Tacatecas; the Territory of Upper Caliafomia, Lower Caliafomia, Colima and Santa Fe of New Mexico---a constitutional law shall fix the character of Tlaxcala.

6. The supreme power of the Federation will be divided for its exercises, in Legislative, Executive, and Judicial.

The government of each State shall be divided for its exercise in three powers, Legislative, Executive, and Judicial, and never can be united two or more of these in one corporation or person, nor the Legislative deposited in one individual.
Vocabulary

Integral: essential
Corporation: group
Deposited: given
Source: Except from the Mexican Constitution of United States 1824

Sons of DeWitt Colony Texas

www.tamu.edu/ccbn/dewitt/constit1824.htm



Document 2

This document is the Bustamante Decree of 1860. This decree limited foreign settlers in the area of Texas. This was because the American settlers far outnumbered the Mexican settlers in the area. 
	Articles of the Bustamante Decree of April 1830
Article 3. The government is authorized to name one or more commissioners who shall visit the colonies of the frontier states and contract with the legislatures of said states for the purchase, in behalf of the Federal government, of lands deemed suitable for the establishment of colonies of Mexicans and other nationalities; and the said commissioners shall make, with the existing colonies, whatever arrangements seem expedient for the security of the republic. The said commissioners shall supervise the introduction of new colonists and the fulfilling of their contract for settlement, and shall ascertain to what extent the existing contracts have been completed.

Article 6. The convict soldiers shall be employed in constructing the fortifications,

public works and roads which the commissioners may deem necessary, and when the time of their imprisonment is terminated, if they should desire to remain as colonists, they shall be given lands and agricultural implements, and their provisions shall be continued through the first year of their colonization.

Article 9. The introduction of foreigners across the northern frontier is prohibited under any pretext whatsoever, unless the said foreigners are provided with a passport issued by the agent of the republic at the point whence the said foreigners set out.
Article 10. No change shall be made with respect to the slaves now in the states, but the Federal government and the government of each state shall most strictly enforce the colonization laws, and prevent the further introduction of slaves
Article 11. In accordance with the right reserved by the general congress in the seventh article of the law of, August 18, 1824, it is prohibited that emigrants, from nations bordering on this republic shall settle in the states or territory adjacent to their own nation. Consequently, all contracts not already completed and not in harmony with this law are suspended.
Vocabulary

Expedient: useful

Pretext: excuse

Deem: think

Accordance: agreement
Source: Except from The Articles of the Bustmante Decree of 1830
Sons of DeWitt Colony Texas

http://www.tamu.edu/faculty/ccbn/dewitt/consultations1.htm



Document 3

The Texans, in response to Santa Ana’s revoking of the Constitution of 1824, wrote a decree stating their independence from Mexico. 
	WHEREAS, General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna and other Military Chieftains have, by force of arms, overthrown the Federal Institutions of Mexico, and dissolved the Social Compact which existed between Texas and the other Members of the Mexican Confederacy -- Now, the good People of Texas, availing themselves of their natural rights, SOLEMNLY DECLARE:
1st. That they have taken up arms in defense of their Rights and Liberties, which were threatened by the encroachments of military despots, and in defense of the Republican Principles of the Federal Constitution of Mexico of eighteen hundred and twenty-four.

3d. That they do not acknowledge, that the present authorities of the nominal Mexican Republic have the right to govern within the limits of Texas.

4th. That they will not cease to carry on war against the said authorities, whilst their troops are within the limits of Texas.

5th. That they hold it to be their right, during the disorganization of the Federal System and the reign of despotism, to withdraw from the Union, to establish an independent Government, or to adopt such measures as they may deem best calculated to protect their rights and liberties; but that they will continue faithful to the Mexican Government so long as that nation is governed by the Constitution and Laws that were formed for the government of the Political Association.

8th. That she will reward by donations in Land, all who volunteer their services in her present struggle, and receive them as Citizens.

These DECLARATIONS we solemnly avow to the world, and call GOD to witness their truth and sincerity; and invoke defeat and disgrace upon our heads should we prove guilty of duplicity.

P. B. Dexter, Secretary. B. T. Archer, President.
Vocabulary
Availing: gaining for

Encroachments: intrusions

Despots: dictators

Nominal: small

Avow: declare

Invoke: place

Duplicity: disloyalty
Source: The Declaration of the People of Texas

PBS The Archives of the West

http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/two/texdec.htm



Document 4

Prior to its independence, Mexico was a colony of Spain. The Mexican lands spread far and wide across the southwest of America. The Spanish government invited American settlers into the Mexican territory under an empresario system, meaning the settlers could gain land and settle their, for a promise of Spanish citizenship. 
	… the{Spanish} government opened Texas for settlement. Foreign emigrants were invited and called to that country. American enterprise accepted the invitation and promptly responded to the call. The first colony of Americans or foreigners ever settled in Texas was by myself. It was commenced in 1821, under a permission to my father, Moses Austin, from the Spanish government previous to the Independence of Mexico… These acts of the Mexican government, taken in connection with many others and with the general revolutionary situation of the interior of the republic, and the absolute want of local government in Texas, would have justified the people of Texas in organizing themselves as a State of the Mexican confederation, and if attacked for so doing in separating from Mexico. They would have been justifiable in doing this, because such acts were unjust, ruinous and oppressive, and because self-preservation required a local government in Texas suited to the situation and necessities of the country, and the character of its inhabitants… The justice of our cause being clearly shown, the next important question that naturally presents itself to the intelligent and inquiring mind, is, what are the objects and intentions of the people of Texas? To this we reply, that our object is freedom-civil and religious freedom-emancipation from that government, and that people, who, after fifteen years experiment, since they have been separated from Spain, have shown that they are incapable of self-government, and that all hopes of any thing like stability or rational liberty in their political institutions, at least for many years, are vain and fallacious… Either will secure the liberties and prosperity of Texas, for either will secure to us the right of self-government over a country which we have redeemed from the wilderness, and conquered without any aid or protection whatever from the Mexican government, (for we never received any,) and which is clearly ours. Ours, by every principle on which original titles to countries are, and ever have been founded. We have explored and pioneered it, developed its resources, made it known to the world, and given to it a high and rapidly increasing value. The federal republic of Mexico had a constitutional right to participate generally in this value, but it had not, and cannot have any other; and this one has evidently been forfeited and destroyed by unconstitutional acts and usurpation, and by the total dissolution of the social compact. Consequently, the true and legal owners of Texas, the only legitimate sovereigns of that country, are the people of Texas.
Vocabulary

Commenced: Began

Surmounting: Overcoming

Oppressive: Unfair

Emancipation: Freeing

Vain: Useless

Fallacious: Mistaken

Sovereigns: Rulers
Source: Address of the Honorable S. F. Austin, Delivered at Louisville, Kentucky, March 7, 1836
PBS The Archives of the West

http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/two/txaustin.htm



Document 5

The Alamo was a fort in San Antonio de Bexar since the 1700’s. During the battle for Texan independence, the mission was taken over by Mexican Gen. Martin Perfecto de Cos. Later, the Texan militia, under William Barrett Travis retook the fort from Cos. In 1836, Gen. Antonio Louis de Santa Ana, and his overwhelmingly large Centalist army stormed the Alamo. The Much smaller Texan army held out for thirteen days. The fight at the Alamo included such famous Americans as Davy Crockett and James Bowie. 
	Commandancy of the Alamo  Bexar, Fby. {February} 24th, 1836

To the People of Texas & all Americans in the world  Fellow Citizens & Compatriots

I am besieged by a thousand or more of the Mexicans under Santa Anna. I have sustained a continual bombardment & cannonade for 24 hours & have not lost a man. The enemy has demanded a surrender at discretion, otherwise the garrison are to be put to the sword if the fort is taken. I have answered  the demand with a cannon shot, and our flag still waves proudly from the walls. I shall never surrender nor retreat.

Then, I call on you in the  name of Liberty, of patriotism, & of everything dear to the American character, to come to our aid with all report. The enemy is

receiving reinforcements daily & will no doubt increase to three or four thousand in four or five days. If this call is neglected, I am determined to sustain myself as long as

possible & die like a soldier who never forgets what is due to his own honor & that of his country .Victory or Death!  

William Barrett Travis  Lt. Col. Comdt.

Vocabulary

Compatriots: friends

Besieged: surrounded

Bombardment: attack

Cannonade: volley of fire

Garrison: fort

Report: quickness

Neglected: ignored
Source: Travis’ Appeal for aid at the Alamo; February 24, 1836
http://www.lsjunction.com/docs/appeal.htm



Document 6

In a letter to a Mr. McArdle, Gen. Antonio Louis de Santa Ana writes in reply to Mr. McArdle’s question as to why all the Alamo defenders had to be killed. 
	Mexico March 19, 1874 
Mr. H.A. McArdle Independence, Texas 
Dear Sir: In response to your favor of the 4th of January, I have to say that in regard to the restitution or restoration of the fortress of the Alamo, in April 1836 there is but little I can add to what was said in my official dispatches, and what was notorious. Notwithstanding, for your satisfaction, I will add that, that conflict of arms was bloody, because the chief Travis, who commanded the forces of the Alamo, would not enter into any capitulation, and his responses were insulting, which made it imperative to assault the fort before it could be reinforced by Samuel Houston who was marching to its succor with respectable forces. The obstinacy of Travis and his soldiers was the cause of the death of the whole of them, for not one would surrender. The struggle lasted more than two hours, and until the ramparts were resolutely scaled by Mexican soldiers. Hoping this explanation will fill your wishes and that you will be satisfied of my good disposition to be truthful, as I am your obedient servant A.L. de Santa Anna.

Vocabulary

Favor: note

Restitution: repayment

Restoration: repair

Dispatches: letters

Arms: weapons

Capitulation: surrender

Imperative: crucial

Succor: help

Obstinacy: stubbornness

Ramparts: walls

Resolutely: determinedly

Scaled: climbed

Disposition: character
Source: Letter Explaining Why the Alamo Defenders Had to Be Killed

Santa Anna to McArdle, March 16, 1874

Texas State Archives and Library

https://www.tsl.state.tx.us/treasures/republic/alamo/santa-anna-letter-01.html



Some of the language and phrasing in these documents have been modified from the originals.

CAPTURE SHEET


	Were Texans justified in declaring independence from Mexico?



Preparation:

1. Highlight your assigned position.

Yes: Texans were justified in declaring independence from Mexico.
No: Texans violated the Mexican constitution and decrees in declaring independence.
2. Read through each document searching for support for your side’s argument. Use the documents to fill in the chart (Hint: Not all documents support your side, find those that do):

	Document #
	What is the main idea of this document?
	What details support your position?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. Work with your partner to summarize your arguments for your position using the supporting documents you found above:

Position Presentation:
4. You and your partner will present your position to your opposing group members. When you are done, you will then listen to your opponents’ position.

While you are listening to your opponents’ presentation, write down the main details that they present here:
Clarifying questions I have for the opposing partners:

How they answered the questions:

Consensus Building:

5. Put your assigned roles aside. Where does your group stand on the question? Where does your group agree? Where does your group disagree? Your consensus answer does not have to be strictly yes, or no.

We agree:

We disagree:

Our final consensus:
Don’t forget the rules of a successful academic controversy!


Practice active listening.


Challenge ideas, not each other


Try your best to understand the other positions


Share the floor: each person in a pair MUST have an opportunity to speak


No disagreeing until consensus-building as a group of four








